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DETAILED ACTION 
Application and Claims Statiis 

1. Applicant's amendment and response filed 12/01/2008 are acknowledged and entered. 

2. Claims 1-19 were pending. Applicants have amended claims 1 and 8-12. No claims 
were added and/or cancelled. Therefore, claims 1-19 are currently pending. 

Election/Restrictions 

3. Applicant's election with traverse of the species of claim 2 in the reply filed on 
12/01/2008 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground that the restriction requirement 
mailed on 10/3 1/2008 is improper. This is not found persuasive because the Office Action 
mailed on 10/31/2008 in not a restriction requirement as alleges by applicant, but rather a species 
election as clearly indicated in paragraph 2 of the Office Action mailed on 10/31/2008. 
Moreover, the species election is improper for each species of drive unit are structurally distinct 
from each other as supported by claims 2, 3, and 5, and figures 3, 8 and 9. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

4. Claims 3 and 5 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b), as 
being drawn to nonelected species, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. Applicant 
timely traversed the election requirement in the reply filed on 12/01/2008. Accordingly, claims 
1, 2, 4, and 6-19 are under consideration in this Office Action. 
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Priority 

5 . This instant application is a 37 1 of PCT/JP04/04724 filed on 03/3 1/2004, and as a result 
this instant application has the effective filing date of 03/31/2004. 

6. Receipt is acknowledged of papers, i.e. Japanese Patent Application No. 2003-098902, 
filed April 02, 2003, submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers have been placed of 
record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

7. The information disclosure statements (IDS) filed on 0 1/25/2006 and 04/20/2006 have 
been reviewed, and the references that have been considered are initialed as recorded in PTO- 
1449 form(s). 

8. The information disclosure statement filed 04/20/2006 fails to comply with the provisions 
of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because it requires the foUowings: a) the application 
nimiber of the application in which the information disclosure statement is being submitted on 
each page of the list; b) a column that provides a blank space next to each document to be 
considered, for the examiner's initials; and c) a legible copy of each cited foreign patent 
document; each non-patent literature publication or that portion which caused it to be listed. It 
has been placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein has not been 
considered as to the merits. Applicant is advised that the date of any re-submission of any item 
of information contained in this information disclosure statement or the submission of any 
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missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of determining compliance with 
the requirements based on the time of filing the statement, including all certification 
requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1.97(e). See MPEP § 609.05(a). 

Drawings 

9. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because they 
include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the description: that is the 
reference character 2132 of figure 9 is not found in the instant specification. Corrected drawing 
sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or amendment to the specification to add the 
reference character(s) in the description in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing 
date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

10. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because they 
do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: that is the reference 
character 2312 mentioned on page 16, line 6 of the instant specification is not found in either 
figure 3 and/or 9. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
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reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing 
date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one ov mow chiiiiis particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

12. Claims 2, 4, and 6-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

A. The term ''hardness" in claim 2 is a relative term which renders the claim indefinite. 
The term ''hardness" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a 
standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art 
would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. Here, the instant 
specification does not define the term "hardness^' and as a result, it is unclear what 
constitutes the metes and bounds of "hardness", i.e. what is considered "hardness" in 
regard to the instant claimed device? Is it the depth or thickness of the material? Is it 
the density of the material? Is it the tensile strength of the material? Is it the chemical 
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make-up of the material? Consequently, claim 2 and all its dependent claims are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. 

B. The limitation of "wherein an organic TFT (Thin Film Transistor) is used to the 

switching unit" of claim 6 is vague and indefinite because it is unclear how the 
'organic TFT use the 'switching unif . Also, it appears that this limitation is a literal 
translation into English from a foreign document. Therefore, claim 6 and all its 
dependent claims are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. It is 
suggested that in order to overcome this rejection this limitation should be amended 
to recite that 'wherein the switching unit is an organic TFT (Thin Film Transistor)'. 

C. Claim 6 recites the limitation "an organic TFT (Thin Film Transistor)" in line 1. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in claims 1 and/or 2. There 
is no recitation of this limitation in both instant claims 1 and 2 for which the instant 
claim 6 depends. Hence, there is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation; and 
claim 6 and all its dependent claims are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph. 

D. The limitation of "wherein a crystal type of CMOS-IC (Complementary Metal Oxide 
Semiconductor-Integrated Circuit) is used to the drive circuit" of claim 7 is vague 
and indefinite because it is unclear how the 'crystal type of CMOS-IC use the 'drive 
circuit' . Also, it appears that this limitation is a literal translation into English from a 
foreign document. Thus, claim 7 and all its dependent claims are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. It is suggested that in order to overcome this 
rejection this limitation should be amended to recite that 'wherein the drive circuit is 
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a crystal type of CMOS-IC (Complementary Metal Oxide Semiconductor-Integrated 
Circuit)'. 

E. Claim 7 recites the limitation "a crystal type of CMOS-IC (Complementary Metal 

Oxide Semiconductor-Integrated Circuit)" in line 1-2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in claims 1 and/or 2. There is no recitation of this 
limitation in both instant claims 1 and 2 for which the instant claim 7 depends. 
Hence, there is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation; and claim 7 and all its 
dependent claims are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. 

F. The limitation of ''wherein the hatteiy is charged from a solar battery or a sheet 

battery" of claim 10 is vague and indefinite because it is unclear how the phrase 
'charged from a solar battery or a sheet battery' fiirther defines the structure of the 
instant claimed battery. Also, it appears that this limitation is a literal translation into 
English fi"om a foreign document. Consequently, claim 10 and all its dependent 
claims are rejected mder 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. It is suggested that in 
order to overcome this rejection this limitation should be amended to recite that 
'wherein the battery is a solar battery or a sheet battery'. 

G. The limitation o^"wherein the core unit is provided with a connector for supplying 
electric power from outside to the power supply" of claim 1 1 is vague and indefinite 
because it is unclear how the phrase 'for supplying electric power from outside to the 
power supply' fiirther defines the structure of the instant claimed connector. Also, it 
appears that this limitation is a literal translation into English fi-om a foreign 
document. Accordingly, claim 1 1 and all its dependent claims are rejected under 35 
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U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. It is suggested that in order to overcome this 
rejection this limitation should be amended to recite that 'wherein the core unit is 
provided with a connector for supplying electric power from an outside power 
source'. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

13. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

14. Claims 1, 2, 4, 12, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Matsuo et al. (US Patent Application Publication US 2002/0055938 Al). 

For claims 1, 2, 4, 12, and 13, Matsuo et al. disclose an electronic paper device (see e.g. 
Abstract; sections: [0002], [0009] thru [0014], and [0046] thru [0048]; figs. 1, 5, 9, and 25-29). 
As illustrated by figure 1 in general, the device comprises an electronic paper (ref. #101) and a 
cover (ref. #102) to which a plurality of electronic papers can be attached (see e.g. sections: 
[0046] thru [0053]). The electronic paper (ref #101) (refers to instant claimed display) as shown 
by figure 25 comprises a display driver part (ref #12) (refers to instant claimed drive unit/core 
unit) and a display unit part (ref. #121) (refers to instant claimed display unit) wherein the 
display driver part is on the left side of the display unit part (refers to instant claimed limitations 
of 'a drive unit disposed on an edge of the display unit' and 'the drive unit is formed on a core 
unit on an edge of the display unit'; and instant claim 4) and as depicted in figure 25, the display 
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driver part has a thickness larger than the display unit part (refers to instant claimed limitation of 
'having a hardness larger than the display unif). The display driver part (ref #12) comprises a 
character storage means (ref. #42), an image storage means (ref. #43), and a plurality of display 
driver (ref. #122) (see e.g. sections: [0172] thru [0179]; fig. 25). The character storage means 
(ref #42) (refers to instant claimed data setting unit) provided display-bit-data, which comprises 
pixel data and position data, to the display driver (ref. #122) (refers to instant claimed driver 
circuit) wherein the display driver decode the display-bit-data and output the voltage 
corresponding to the decoded display-bit-data to the display unit part (ref. #121) for display 
(refers to instant claims 12 and 13) (see e.g. sections: [0172] thru [0179]). The display unit part 
(ref #121) comprises a display sheet (ref. #A) and a luminous sheet (ref. #B) (see e.g. sections: 
[0089] thru [0097]; figs. 3 and 25). The display sheet (ref #A) comprises a plurality of row 
electrodes, a plurality of column electrode, and display medium between the row electrode and 
column electrode wherein the plurality of row electrodes and the plurality of column electrodes 
are arrange to form a grid format of a plurality of pixels (refers to instant claimed light-emitting 
devices) (see e.g. sections: [0090] and [0093]). The plurality of pixels are turn on or off via the 
matrix control (refers to instant claimed switching units) that provide specific voltage between 
the row electrode and the column electrode base on the voltage provided by the display driver 
(see e.g. sections: [0094] and [0172] thru [0179]). 

Therefore, the device of Matsuo et al. does anticipate the instant claimed invention. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MY-CHAU T. IRAN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
0810. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday: 8:00-2:30; Tuesday-Thursday: 7:30- 
5:00; Friday: 8:00-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard A. Hjerpe can be reached on 571-272-7691. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/MY-CHAU T. TRAN/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



February 3, 2009 



